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Our Tours

Dates for 2020

US Primaries – Iowa                30 January – 5 February             8
Experts Weekend                      6 – 8 March                                    9
Hungary                                        13 – 18 March                                10
Lebanon                                        28 March – 5 April                       11
Putin’s Russia                             5 – 12 May                                      12
The Baltics                                   16 – 24 May                                    13
Ukraine                                         13 – 20 June                                   14
Israel & Palestine                      5 – 13 September                          15
Southern Italy                             3 – 11 October                                16
US Elections                                28 October – 4 November           17
South Africa                                28 November – 6 December       18
Cuba                                               5 December – 12 December        19
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Time to Travel 

For anyone who has not yet joined one of our tours – you are in for one of the most
stimulating and challenging trips of your life. Our journeys are more like a documentary
film than a typical group tour – you go off the beaten track, meet incredible people and
have a top journalist or academic guiding you along the way.

And for travellers with an enquiring mind, this is quite a year. The US primaries will give
an indication fairly soon of who will challenge Donald Trump. We’ll be in Iowa for the
caucuses and then Michigan and DC for the presidential election itself.

Populism abounds in Europe: We have trips to Putin’s Russia, Hungary, Ukraine and
Italy. We are running private tours that look at the fallout from Brexit and its impact in
Northern Ireland. We return to South Africa, the Middle East and Cuba. We will also be
holding a weekend of discussion to look at all these issues with some of our leading
speakers in one of England’s best-known country houses, Cowdray Park.

Remember if our dates don’t work for you, just call us and we can arrange a private tour.

Nicholas & Karen Wood – Directors of Political Tours 

T +44 (0)843 289 2349  E info@politicaltours.com                     www.politicaltours.com

“I thought it was beyond excellent – an
exceptional introduction to and portrait
of a complex, multi-faceted country in
just a week. I had high expectations of
the tour, having been on a PT before, and
there is always a consequent risk that the
new tour will not be as good. But it was…
and possibly better.” AN, Lebanon 
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Our Tours

Political Tours really is one of a kind
Nicholas Wood first had the idea for Political Tours while working as a correspondent for
the New York Times in the Balkans. A hitchhiker from California followed him in Serbia
and Kosovo for four days while Nicholas was writing a story and was gripped by the
experience. After leaving the paper he went on to found the travel company in 2011. Since
then he has been joined by his wife, Karen Davey, a former South African doctor, and
together they have led tours in over 30 countries. They are delighted to have Isobel
Roberts, recently appointed Sales and Marketing Director, onboard.

Based near Oxford in the UK, Political Tours is the only travel company in the world to
specialise in news and current affairs and has been recognised for its ground-breaking
work, with Nicholas repeatedly winning Condé Nast Traveler’s Top Travel Specialist award.

You get to ask your own questions and make up your mind about some of the most
fascinating areas in the world. It’s unique, exciting and stimulating; an experience you will
never forget. Our customers frequently say it is something they could not do on their own.

What to Expect 
Our tour experts accompany groups throughout.

Our groups really are small, normally 8 – 10 people, providing for a more
intimate travel experience. Rarely more than 12.

Most meals are included as well as all local transport and stays in centrally
located hotels.

Our prices do not include flights but they do include almost everything else!
We are a land-only tour operator and our customers fly from all over the globe
to join our tours. If you need help with travel arrangements please ask.

Fellow Travellers
We attract a wide range of customers with half coming from Australia, New Zealand and
the United States, in addition to travellers from the UK and Europe. Many would not
normally travel on a group tour but find that Political Tours enables them to see the world
in a way they never could by themselves.
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Group or Tailor-Made Tour?
As well as our small scheduled group tours we provide tailor-made tours. If you are unable
to join one of our group tours, this option may be for you. Be it for yourself, your family or
an institution, we have vast experience of personalising our itineraries and creating new
ones to meet your needs.

On all tours you are accompanied by a leading political journalist, author or academic.
Together with your tour expert you will meet a range of speakers, analysts and ordinary
people with a huge range of views and experiences.

The overall aim is to give you a nuanced and comprehensive overview of the country you
are in, and an exceptional one at that.

You don’t have to be an expert in politics or foreign affairs to travel with us. Most
customers are not. Everyone has an inquiring mind.

Tailor-Made Travel
You can choose any destination on the website or a place of your own choice – we have 
a great array of contacts around the world and can arrange anything from a day tour 
to several weeks of travel. 

We frequently arrange trips for families, small groups of friends, and individuals. We also
do tours for schools, universities, businesses and other organisations.

Our tailor-made tours are created to suit your dates of travel. The itinerary combines
elements to include your specific interests. Whether it’s a family holiday in Greece or
Russia, a day tour in Havana or Johannesburg, a college trip in Northern Ireland or Bosnia,
a business looking at the fallout of Brexit – we can create a unique experience for you.

Just call Nicholas, Karen or Isobel to discuss where you would like to go.

Value for Money
With all of the things we pack into each journey – research, guidance, meetings and
different places we visit – regular Political Tours customers say we are great value 
for money.
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Dr Michael J.
Bustamante
Cuba
Mike is Assistant
Professor of Latin
American History at
Florida International
University, specialising

in modern Cuba. He is a frequent
commentator for Foreign Affairs and 
a regular speaker on NPR, the BBC, Al-
Jazeera America, and ABC Radio Australia.

Claire Boobbyer
Cuba
Claire Boobbyer is a
travel writer and Cuba
travel expert. She has
been exploring the
island for more than 16
years and writes features

on Cuba’s culture, nature, history and
tourism for the international press. She 
is also the author of Frommer’s EasyGuide
to Cuba.

Nicholas Blanford
Lebanon
Nicholas has lived in
Beirut since 1994 and is
an acknowledged expert
on Hezbollah. He is the
author of Warriors of
God: Inside Hezbollah’s

Thirty-Year Struggle Against Israel and
Killing Mr Lebanon: The Assassination 
of Rafik Hariri and its Impact on the
Middle East.

Billy Graham
Northern Ireland
Billy Graham is a veteran
reporter who covered the
duration of The Troubles
for the Belfast Telegraph,
Irish News, and was a
special correspondent for

the LA Times and The Times.

Nick Thorpe
Hungary
Nick Thorpe is a writer
and award-winning BBC
journalist, specialising in
Eastern Europe. He has
lived in Budapest since
1986. He has been 

Central Europe Correspondent for the BBC
since 1996.

Dr. Gershon Baskin 
Israel & Palestine
Gershon Baskin is the
founding Co-Chairman of
IPCRI, the Israel Palestine
Center for Research and
Information, a columnist
for The Jerusalem Post

and the initiator and negotiator of the secret
back channel for the release of Gilad Schalit.
He has recently written a book that takes 
a behind-the-scenes look at his thirty years
work on the peace-process. 

Our Experts

Political Tours Experts



and covering the fall of communism in
Eastern Europe.

Dr Dahlia Scheindlin
Israel & Palestine
Dahlia is a public opinion
expert and an international
political and strategic
consultant. She conducts
extensive public opinion
research on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, the

peace process, and issues of democracy,
human rights, minority relations and foreign
affairs for a wide range of NGOs.

Prof. Avi Shlaim 
Jordan
Avi Shlaim was born in
Baghdad in 1945 and grew
up in Israel. Ever since
then he has studied the
Arab-Israeli conflict and
was most recently
Professor of International

Relations at Oxford University. His
biography of King Hussein is widely regarded
as the best study of the King’s life and role in
the region.

Peter Sullivan
South Africa
Peter edited The Star,
South Africa’s premier
daily newspaper, from
1993 to 2000 – through
the country’s transition to
democracy. Now retired

he is still regarded as one of South Africa’s
best-known reporters.
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Tobias Jones
Italy
Tobias Jones is the
author of five works of
non-fiction, including 
the bestselling The Dark
Heart of Italy and Blood
on the Altar and three

crime novels set in Italy. His latest book has
just been published: Ultra, The Underworld
of Italian Football. He has worked with the
BBC and RAI, the Italian state broadcaster.
A former columnist for the Observer and
Internazionale, he writes regularly for the
British, American and Italian press. 

Leonid Ragozin
The Baltics, Ukraine
A former BBC
correspondent from the
region Leonid now
contributes to
Bloomberg, The New
Republic, The Guardian,

Time, Politico, Al Jazeera, Slon.ru, and
Morgenbladet, as well as BBC WS, ABC
(Australia) and several other radio stations.
He is author of the Lonely Planet guides to
Moscow, the Baltics, Greece and Ukraine.

Angus Roxburgh
Russia
Angus has extensive
experience of working in
Russia, both as the BBC’s
Moscow correspondent,
and as a reporter for the
Sunday Times.

Highlights of his career include being kicked
out of Moscow in a tit-for-tat spy scandal,
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Our Tours

“A sociological and political eye opener 
of a tour.” VH, US Elections 2016

“Frankly every expert/speaker we met and
with whom we discussed the
election/politics was first class/top notch.
The variety was also superb: from union
leaders to journalists, researchers to
academics, politicians to political operatives,
local constituents to campaign phone
callers.” SH, US elections 2016

US Primaries 

Thurs 30 Jan – Weds 5 Feb
2020

Des Moines, Iowa
Led by US-based correspondents

Cost: £3950.00 
Single Supplement: £500.00

6 nights

Our US election tour has long been our
most popular. For 2020 we are introducing
our first tour in the primary season – and
we have chosen the Iowa caucuses.

Any Democratic hopeful needs to do well in
Iowa. It is the first out of the blocks for the
primary season and it’s long been thought
that if you fail to do well here and in New
Hampshire you’ll struggle to regain steam
in time for the Democratic convention in
the autumn.

From our perspective what’s great about
Iowa is that the caucuses give you an
opportunity to see the candidates and their
supporters in the flesh.

This six-night tour gives you access to 
the campaigns of several Democratic
contenders as well as analysis from leading
journalists and polling analysts. There have
never been so many contenders for the
Democratic nomination – so it should be 
a fascinating time to be there.

Our US election tours sell more rapidly
than any of our other tours so it would be
wise to book soon!

NEW TOUR

Photo: Alan Chin
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Experts Weekend

Fri 6 – Sun 8 March 2020

Cowdray Park, UK
Tour experts and invited speakers

Cost: from £700.00, excluding 
accommodation. Details on request.

2 nights

We are bringing together some of our top
speakers for a weekend of discussion and
debate in one of England’s most famous
country houses, Cowdray Park.

It is a fantastic opportunity to catch up with
experts from tours you may have joined,
meet your fellow Political Tourists, and get
first-rate insight into global developments.

We will confirm our panel of experts in
January 2020. A range of guest speakers
and analysts will be looking at key issues 
of our times. 

There will be an introductory dinner on the
Friday, lunch and dinner on Saturday, and
lunch on Sunday, all with speakers and
guests.

We have exclusive use of the house which is
set in 16,000 acres of land and is home to
the famed annual Royal Polo tournament.
It is conveniently located an hour from
Heathrow, 50 minutes from Gatwick and
an hour’s train ride from London.

This is the third year in a row we have run
the Expert’s Weekend, which has proved a
resounding success each time. Please
contact us for further details.

Invited speakers include the leading
Islamist expert, Dr Elisabeth Kendall, Re-
Elect Trump campaign manager and
former Republican Party co-chair, Bob
Paduchik, and the economist Shanker
Singham. Other speakers will be announced
shortly. 

“The location was superb. We had the
exclusive use of the main house and moved
around different rooms, the last of which
was that used a number of years ago by the
leaders of the G8.” HG, Experts Weekend

“An absolutely wonderful weekend. It gave a
most useful up-to-date summary of recent
key developments with North Korea, Russia,
America and the Middle East.” 
LK, Experts Weekend 
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Our Tours

Hungary

Fri 13 – Wed 18 March 2020

Budapest, Szeged 
Led by Nick Thorpe

Cost: £3500.00 
Single Supplement: £400.00 

5 nights

A new breed of populist politician is
emerging across Europe, and Hungary’s
Viktor Orbán is foremost among them. Once
a liberal opponent of communism, he is now
at the vanguard of an anti-immigrant
nationalist movement that seems unlikely 
to disappear anytime soon.

Our five-day tour takes us south to the
recently constructed fence with Serbia,
designed to keep out the waves of
immigrants that once crossed Hungary’s
borders. We meet the large numbers of
supporters in the towns and countryside
swept up by Orbán’s brand of nationalism.
His party, Fidesz, is accused of riding
roughshod over basic democratic rights 
– but appears unchallenged at the polls.

Abroad, Orbán envisages a shake-up of the
EU, with less power in Brussels. There is
room too, he says, for an illiberal state on
the continent. Brussels in turn has sought 
to sanction Hungary for its breach of EU
values. It is far from clear who will prevail. 

For an insight into some of the most critical
issues dividing Europe at the moment, it is 

“Nick Thorpe was an excellent leader of the
group. He was friendly, engaging, and
because he was the BBC’s International
Correspondent for Central Europe, and
lives in Budapest, he certainly knew his way
around both the country and the political
scene.” CB, Hungary 2018

“Nick Thorpe was outstanding. Not only
was he fluent in Hungarian, knowledgeable
about the issues and culture, but gracious
in his approach to all of us political tourists,
not all of whom shared the same views or
enjoyed the same efficiency of getting place
to place. He could ask tough questions
diplomatically yet not be put off without his
points being addressed. An impressive
expert all the way around.” 
ME, Hungary 2018

a tour not to be missed. The tour expert is
veteran BBC correspondent, Nick Thorpe
who has lived and worked in Hungary since
the mid-1980s. 
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Lebanon

Sat 28 March– Sun 5 April
2020

Beirut, Tyre, Baalbek
Led by Nicholas Blanford

Cost: £4500.00 
Single Supplement: £500.00

8 nights

Glamorous and challenging, scarred by war
and yet remarkably stable, Lebanon defies
all expectations. 

This tour delves into the country’s recent
past, explores the impact of the conflict 
in Syria and looks at the balance of power
between its diverse religious groups. 

Our journey starts in Beirut and then winds
its way down the Mediterranean coast 
to Tyre in the south. After visits to forts
both ancient (Crusaders) and modern
(Hezbollah) we view the border with Israel
and then head north through the Bekaa
valley and its vineyards. From Baalbek 
we return to Beirut for talks with some 
of the country’s leading figures. 

Despite huge pressures Lebanon seems
calm. We look at what is keeping the
country together, how it is coping with its
refugee crisis and how young people are
striving to give it a better future. It is also
home to some great food and a booming
wine industry.

The tour is led by Nicholas Blanford, one
of the world’s leading experts on Hezbollah
and the region, as well as Leena Saidi, a
British born Lebanese journalist.

“The Tour was excellent, and I loved it. I
would recommend it to others and have
already been doing so. Leena was an
outstanding tour leader. Not only did she
ensure that all the arrangements went
smoothly but her flexibility and personal
interaction with the group by sharing her
own experiences and contacts were
excellent.” RC, Lebanon 2019

“I have taken many tours during the past 10
years. However, this was unique in that its
core consisted in a series of interviews with
political leaders and others involved in the
political life of Lebanon. The tour more
than satisfied my interest in political
matters in Lebanon. It was in many ways
the most interesting tour I have ever
taken.” SS, Lebanon 2019
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Our Tours

Putin’s Russia

Tues 5 – Tues 12 May 2020

Moscow, Yekaterinburg
Led by Angus Roxburgh

Cost: £4500.00 
Single Supplement: £500.00

7 nights

Vladimir Putin’s Russia has regained much
of its standing lost during the years of chaos
in the 1990s and has emerged as a major
challenge to Western governments. 

We examine Russia’s recent history, its
perspective on relations with NATO, the
conflict in Ukraine as well as Putin’s
increasingly firm grip on power at home. 

The tour starts away from Moscow in
Yekaterinburg, on the border between
Europe and Asia and arguably at the heart
of Russia. It’s an ideal place to examine
recent history and life away from Moscow. 

Our tour then takes us to Moscow for
meetings with members of the President’s
own party, the opposition, media and
diplomats. With Russia’s intervention in
Ukraine, east-west relations have been at
their lowest ebb since the Cold War. We
will be in Moscow for the May Day military
parade. 

Angus Roxburgh is exceptionally placed
to explain Russia’s recent history. He first
lived in Moscow in the 1970s, and after
working as the BBC correspondent advised
President Putin on his media strategy. 

Like all our tours there will be plenty of
time to sample some of the very best of
Russian cuisine and hospitality, from local
homes to great cafes and restaurants. 

“I was astonished by the first speaker on
the first morning in Yekaterinburg being so
critical of Putin. The last day, at the dacha,
was also remarkable for being hosted in
such a friendly way by a retired GRU
officer.” JK, Russia 2018

“Political Tours is like a deep immersion
study tour leaving your brain both
stimulated and exhausted from all the
information, sights and experiences. And
this experience stays with you.” 
CF, Russia 2018



13

T +44 (0)843 289 2349  E info@politicaltours.com                     www.politicaltours.com

The Baltics

Sat 16 – Sun 24 May 2020

Vilnius, Ignalina,
Daugavpils, Riga, Tallinn
Led by Leonid Ragozin

Cost: £4700.00
Single Supplement: £550.00

8 nights

With the US-NATO alliance in question and
a resurgent Russia on their doorstep, the
Baltic states are understandably nervous.
Our tour looks at relations with their
former Soviet ally, tracks tales of espionage
and examines the uneasy situation with the
region’s Russian minority. There will be
meetings with senior politicians, diplomats
and members of the intelligence
community for their views throughout.

We start in Vilnius where a new
government has increased military
expenditure and is one of the most vocal
opponents of a resurgent Russia. The
animosity isn’t new. Lithuanians and
Russians will give us differing accounts 
of Soviet times. 

In neighbouring Latvia we find possibly
the most nervous of the Baltic nations, 
with its large Russian minority. A visit to
Daugavpils, the most Russian city in the
EU, illustrates worries on both sides. 

We end in Estonia, one of the most web-
savvy nations in the world with its beautiful
Old Town in Tallinn, where we explore the
possibility of a different kind of relationship
with Russia. 

Leonid Ragozin, former BBC Russian
correspondent, leads the tour with
contributions from leading journalists 
in each state. 

“What a team you are! How you produced
all those politicians, soldiers and nuclear
plants I simply can’t imagine.” LA, Baltics

“Leonid Ragozin impressed me as he has 
in the past with his knowledge and
understanding of how Russia and its
neighbours interact.” ME, Baltics
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Our Tours

Ukraine

Sat 13 – Sat 20 June 2020

Kiev, Kharkiv, Sloviansk
Led by Leonid Ragozin

Cost: £3940.00
Single Supplement: £500.00 

7 nights

Ukraine has been living through turbulent
times. Following the 2014 revolution it was
invaded by Russia, with Russia occupying
the Crimean peninsula and igniting the
conflict in the eastern region of Donbas.

With the conflict still simmering, the
country has just entered a new political cycle
with the election of a young standup
comedian Volodymyr Zelensky as its
president.

Prior to his political career, Zelensky starred
in a comedy series (available on Netflix)
about a schoolteacher who accidentally
becomes a president. Largely comprised of
political novices, Zelensky’s party has
secured a constitutional majority in the
parliament and embarked on sweeping
reforms, raising a huge amount of
controversy.

With exceptional access, this tour covers
both the capital Kiev and the eastern cities
of Kharkiv and Sloviansk. Tour leader,
Leonid Ragozin, has covered the Maidan
Revolution and its aftermath extensively.
There is an optional extension to
Chernobyl at the end of the tour.

“These trips bring real, usually politically-
connected, people to the table. All of us are
free to ask whatever we want and to follow
up with tough questions. Reading about
situations isn’t even close to finding out
things first-hand. There is nothing like being
on the ground, face-to-face, with people who
are making or impacting policy.” ME, Baltics

NEW TOUR
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“It introduced me to some interesting
people (including fellow travellers); it took
me to places and to people I would have
never accessed as an ordinary tourist.” 
MS, I&P 2017

“The tour gave me an insightful glimpse
into the complex issues of the
Israel/Palestine situation. Hearing first
hand from people closely involved and well
informed from both sides was, in my view,
exceptional. The tour revealed to me many
things I would never ever have known if I
hadn’t had access to people so involved in
the situation.” CF, I&P 2017

Israel & Palestine

Sat 5 – Sun 13 Sept 2020

Jerusalem, Ramallah,
Bethlehem, Tel Aviv
Led by Gershon Baskin

Cost: £4830.00 
Single Supplement: £500.00

8 nights 

2017 marked the 50th anniversary of the
Six Day War and Israel’s capture of East
Jerusalem and the West Bank. Despite the
lapse in time the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
remains one of the most intractable
disputes in modern history. 

With extensive visits throughout the West
Bank and Israel, our tour looks at views
from both sides, from right-wing settlers 
to Palestinian militant groups and the
mainstream political parties. We examine
the remaining obstacles to a two-state
solution, including Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank, the status of Jerusalem,
Israeli concerns over security and the right
of Palestinian refugees to return. 

With little progress in decades, groups 
on both sides now advocate a one-state
solution for both nations, but just where
would that lead? 

We meet with leading political figures and
analysts as well as ordinary people as we
explore one of the most complex issues 
in the world. 

The tour is led by Gershon Baskin, one 
of Israel’s best-known commentators on 
the peace process. The founder of a joint
Israeli-Palestinian think tank, Gershon also
helped to negotiate the release of the Israeli
soldier Gilad Shalit from captivity in Gaza. 

We are also joined by Dahlia Scheindlin,
a leading Israeli political strategist.
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Our Tours

Southern Italy

Sat 3 – Sun 11 October 2020

Calabria & Naples 
Led by Tobias Jones

Cost: £4500.00 
Single Supplement: £500.00

8 nights

Italy’s black economy represents almost a
fifth of the country’s entire economic
output. For most people those figures
conjure up two words: The Mafia. 

But while Sicily’s Cosa Nostra continue to
be highly influential, the country’s biggest
organised crime group is actually based
elsewhere – Calabria. Known as the
Ndraghetta they have surpassed the Mafia
as one the most powerful criminal groups
in the world.

Tobias Jones, the award-winning author
and Italian resident takes us on a journey
through the region speaking with
politicians, businesses, ordinary Italians as
well as former criminals and prosecutors.
We will also visit Naples, Italy’s third
largest city, home to another criminal clan,
the Camorra.

Our aim is to expose the truth as well as the
many myths surrounding the groups that
continue to hold such a large grip on Italian
society.

“It was a terrific tour, and as always, you
were gracious thoughtful and frighteningly
competent. Tobias Jones was terrific as an
expert – knowledgeable and fun to be
with.” JE, Italy 2019

NEW TOUR
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“The experts were brilliant – this was the
real strength and unique aspect of the
undertaking. The tour leaders were efficient,
charming and on top of their game!”
SH, US elections

“The highlight of the tour was the 
Trump rally, because it overturned all
preconceptions about those who would vote
for Trump. We should have realised then
that his appeal was so wide.” 
VH, US Elections 2016

US Elections 

Wed 28 Oct – Wed 4 Nov
2020

Michigan & Washington, DC
Led by US-based correspondents

Cost: £4950.00 
Single Supplement: £750.00

7 nights

We return to the United States to cover our
third US presidential election, and this time
it’s Michigan that’s in the spotlight. Once
thoroughly Democratic, Trump won it in
2016, and it’s a crucial state for anyone
hoping to win the White House. We then
head to Washington, DC for the final days
of the campaign.

From as far out as 18 months before the
presidential election Democratic hopefuls
have been focusing on Michigan instead 
of neighbouring Ohio, the traditional
bellwether state.

We’ll be looking at the get-out-the vote
campaign in downtown Detroit and looking
at its amazing regeneration which is
ongoing, visiting working-class white voters
in suburban Motown, as well as meeting
core Republican groups across the state
who voted for Trump last time.

Michigan with its auto sector, large black
population (Detroit is the US’s largest black
city) used to be reliably blue. Trump
changed history when he won here in 2016

with a majority of just 10,704 votes. But the
narrow state-wide margin of his victory
disguises how widespread his support was.
He won 75 out of 83 counties. So while the
Dems did well in Michigan in the mid-
terms, they know that they cannot afford to
repeat Hillary Clinton’s mistakes and would
ignore Michigan at their peril.

Photo: Alan Chin

NEW TOUR
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Our Tours

South Africa

Sat 28 Nov – Sun 6 Dec 2020

Durban, Rural KZN,
Johannesburg, Cape Town
Led by Peter Sullivan

Cost: £4500.00
Single Supplement: £500.00 

8 nights

This wide-ranging tour takes us across the
country from KwaZulu-Natal’s valley of the
thousand hills and the battlefields of the
Boer War, to the melting pot of
Johannesburg. It finishes in the Cape,
tucked beneath Table Mountain. 

We assess the legacy left by Nelson Mandela
and the challenges that remain. Still admired
for its peaceful transition from apartheid
rule to a multi-party democracy, South
Africa is now struggling with more familiar
problems: corrupt politicians and a slowing
economy. Can it turn itself around? 

First-rate speakers brief us on the latest
issues affecting the country and ordinary
South Africans of all backgrounds give 
their perspective, as we ask if the country
can keep Mandela’s dream of a united,
prosperous and democratic South Africa
alive. Local communities help us get to grips
with the issues South Africans face daily.

With fantastic food and great hospitality 
in KwaZulu-Natal, urban Johannesburg 
and the stunning Cape winelands, this tour
is one of our favourites. 

The tour is led by the inimitable Peter
Sullivan, one of the best-known journalists
in South Africa and former editor of The
Star newspaper. 

“Speakers gave us a good overview both of
the political and economic aspects of South
African life, and especially of the social
aspects. Peter Sullivan’s participation in the
trip enhanced it enormously – his
personality and depth of knowledge were
wonderful.” JB, South Africa
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Cuba

Sat 5  – Sat 12 Dec 2019 

Havana, Vinales
Led by Michael Bustamante 
& Claire Boobbyer

Cost: £4030.00
Single Supplement: £500.00

7 nights

It seemed like Cuba was on the cusp of
significant change as Washington and
Havana restored ties. But then Donald
Trump was elected to the White House. 

We ask what lies ahead now for one of the
last communist regimes in the world as it
continues along a path of faltering reforms.
It is also an opportunity to see a part of the
world many westerners have never been to. 

We travel across the country from the
backstreets of Havana to the tobacco
plantations of Vinales, visiting many places
not usually seen. Local communities help
us get to grips with the issues Cubans face
daily. We talk with farmers, cigar rollers,
and Cuban dancers in fashionable bars.
While change is coming, many ordinary
Cubans also want to hold onto the benefits
delivered by the revolution. 

Journalists and academics share their
insight, alongside diplomats and
international political analysts.

From 4-star authentic hotels in Old
Havana, to home stays in the lush Vinales
valley with great food in local cafes and
bars, this tour is an exhilarating getaway. 

The tour is led by Cuban-American
academic Michael Bustamante and
British journalist Claire Boobbyer, both
of whom have spent over a decade working
and reporting in Cuba.

“The itinerary evolved effortlessly thanks 
to tour leader Claire. Tour expert Michael
was brilliant. Had all the answers, passionate
about his subject but also a good listener
and brilliant translator.” EL, Cuba

“Every moment was special.” PJ, Cuba

“I enjoyed the breadth and depth of the
speakers, meeting a cross-section of the
population in a very authentic way.” 
GH, Cuba
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All our travel arrangements are covered by
the UK’s package tour regulations and are
financially guaranteed. We are a land-only
tour operator. Flights are not included. 

“Political Tours gets me into corners I wouldn’t otherwise find, be it Karadzic’s watering
hole in Belgrade, a courtroom in Pristina to witness an appeal hearing, the lounge in the
home of an Italian-Israeli settler in the West Bank or, this time, coffee with Luis Clerge, 
a mate of Che’s.” 
GH, frequent traveller with Political Tours 

“It was in many ways the most interesting tour I have ever taken. I only wish that it had
lasted longer. I have even thought of retaking it so that I could ask further questions and
engage in longer discussions. Seriously.” 
SS, Lebanon 


