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Southern Italy – Organised Crime and the Fight
against it
Dates: 3rd – 11th October 2020
Naples and Calabria
Led by Tobias Jones

Italy’s black economy represents almost a fifth of the country’s entire economic output. For most people those figures
conjure up two words: The Mafia.

But while Sicily’s Cosa Nostra continue to be highly influential, the country’s biggest organised crime group is actually
based elsewhere – Calabria. Known as the ‘Ndrangheta, it has surpassed Cosa Nostra the most powerful criminal group
in the world.

Tobias Jones, the award-winning author and Italian resident takes us on a journey through the region speaking with
politicians, businesses, investigative journalists, ordinary Italians as well as former criminals, priests and prosecutors.
We will also visit Naples, Italy’s third largest city, home to another criminal clan, the Camorra.

Our aim is to expose the truth as well as the many myths surrounding the groups that continue to hold such a large grip
on Italian society. Since Naples and Calabria are home to some of Italy’s very best cuisine, we shall also be treating you to
some of the finest food, and wine, on the planet.

Price: £4500.00
Single Supplement: £500.00
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Like all our tours the itinerary is focused on current affairs. Events on the ground may change and the final
schedule may be adjusted accordingly.

Itinerary

Day One: Sat 3rd Oct Naples
Our journey starts in Naples, one of Italy’s most
vibrant, but troubled, cities. This is where Roberto
Saviano’s Gomorrah and Elena Ferrante’s novels are
T Naples has its own powerful Mafia, called the
set.
Camorra. As well as drug-dealing, they are also present
in public contract rackets, especially rubbish collection
and construction.
Dinner and an introduction to the week ahead with our
expert, Tobias Jones. Overnight Naples

Day Two: Sun 4th Oct Living, and dying, outside
the law
We travel just north of Naples to Castel Volturno. This
vast ghetto is a semi-legal immigrant metropolis where
drug-dealing and prostitution are rife. Seven
immigrants were murdered here by the Camorra in
2008. We talk to some of the community leaders about
the challenges of living in the shadow of organised
crime, where the temptation of easy money – from
drug-dealing, pimping and prostitution – often bring
the poorest residents into contact with organised crime.
Back in Naples itself, we talk to a representative of
Libera, a national organisation attempting to free Italy
from the grip of the Mafia. We will also meet a former
capo-ultrà (the boss of one of Naples’ hooligan crews):
the ultras are hardcore football fans and are often
thought to overlap with organised crime, providing the
foot-soldiers and street muscle, and are frequently from
the far-right. If the sporting calendar allows, we will
also go to a Serie A football match to see the ultras in
action. Overnight Naples

Day Three: Mon 5th Oct Dirty Streets, Dirty Money
Refuse contracts are one of the biggest earners for the
Neapolitan Mafia, the Camorra. We travel to some of
the notorious sites associated with the business–
incinerators, landfill sites, local dumps – to understand
how the finances of these strange contracts work.
We will be accompanied by an investigative journalist
who has lifted the lid on the ways in which rubbish
collections, and the lack of them, are used to
manipulate the public mood and the public contracts.
We talk with anti-mafia politicians in the city council to

understand the challenges they face in trying to find,
and to award contracts to, companies which are entirely
free of mafia control; and to a political analyst to hear
about different governments’ strategies with regard
to organised crime – from the complicit to the
confrontational. Overnight Naples
Day Four: Tues 6th Oct Understanding the City
and its suburbs
We walk around two of Naples’ most notorious
suburbs: La Sanità and Scampia. These rough, rugged
and noisy streets of the city are renowned as the bases
of organised crime. A local journalist, who has his own
protective escort because of his investigations, guides
us through the back alleys to explain some of the sites
and scenes. We will talk to community organisations
about how they are attempting to rebrand these
suburbs. We visit a local police station and interrogate
law enforcement on the often unsuccessful fight against
organised crime. Overnight Naples

Day Five: Wed 7th Oct Into Calabria…
We travel south towards the big toe of the Italian boot.
We stop in Cosenza, a city nicknamed “the Athens of
Calabria” because of its intellectual vigour. It’s a place
which has often been at the forefront of anti-mafia
movements. Here we talk to a writer who investigated
the dumping of toxic waste in the sea and with a
mafioso who has come out the other side and, after
years of prison, become a journalist. Both will explain
the mechanisms of organised crime and take us into the
details and specifics. Overnight Reggio-Calabria
Day Six: Thurs 8th Oct Anti-mafia campaigners
We travel south to Gioiosa Ionica and Riace to talk
to two of the region’s most courageous anti-mafia
campaigners: one set up a network of anti-mafia
organisations, and has seen his associates frequently
issued with death-threats… and the other was for many
years a mayor of a small town which campaigned
against the ‘ndrangheta and became globally famous
in the process. He will explain how mass immigration
became one of the biggest earners for the ‘ndrangheta.
Overnight Reggio-Calabria
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Like all our tours the itinerary is focused on current affairs. Events on the ground may change and the final
schedule may be adjusted accordingly.

Itinerary

Day Seven: Fri 9th Oct Law-Enforcement in Italy’s
most Lawless City
We talk to an investigator who has been bringing
mafiosi from the ‘ndrangheta to trial for almost three
T
decades.
He is the most knowledgeable man on the
inner workings of the criminal network, on its
organisational set-up, its rivalries, ambitions and reach.
We walk around the city to visit some of the sites of
notorious murders in recent years, and meet an author
of more than six books on the ‘ndrangheta. Overnight
Reggio-Calabria
Day Eight: Sat 10th Oct Calabria
For our last day, we go up into the mountains, to a
notorious pilgrimage site called the Sanctuary of Santa
Maria di Polsi. Very close to the ‘ndrangheta
strongholds of San Luca, Locri and Platì, this remote
monastery is almost 1000 metres above sea level, next
to the highest mountain of the Aspromonte range. It is
here that all the cells of the ‘ndrangheta gather annually
to coordinate strategy and settle debts. Spectacular,
historical and eerie, this mountain retreat is the ideal
place to reflect upon organised crime’s conflation with
Catholicism, and its place in modern Italy. We will be
accompanied on our excursion by an anti-mafia priest
who explains how religious imagery and rituals have
been incorporated into the mafia, giving it a patina of
ancient respectability. We review the week over dinner.
Overnight Reggio-Calabria
Day Nine: Sun 11th Oct Calabria
Tour Ends – Departures after breakfast.
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